
Westfield Township

Board of Zoning Commission

Organizational & Regular Meeting

fanuary I0,2012

The Zoning Secretary called the meeting to order at7 :32 p.m. Members in attendance were Board
members: fill Kemp, Susan Brewer, ScottAnderson, Heather Sturdevant & Dennis Hoops. Other
individuals in attendance: Matthew Witmer, Bill Thombs, Peg & Frank Kerr, Stan Scheetz, Tom
Kratzer, Gary Harris, Ron Oiler, & Kathleen LeMar.

Nomination of Chairman

The Zoning Secretary asked for nominations from the board for Chairman. A motion was made by

f ill Kemp to nominate Heather Sturdevant. A second to the motion was made by ScottAnderson.
The nominations were closed and a vote was taken: Sue Brewer-aye, Dennis Hoops-aye, fill Kemp-
aye, Scott Anderson-aye, with Heather Sturdevant - abstaining. The motion carried. A request was
asked for nominations for Vice-Chairman. A motion was made by Sue Brewer to nominate fill
Kemp. A second to the motion was made by Heather Sturdevant. Nominations were closed and a
vote was taken: Sue Brewer-aye, Heather Sturdevant-aye, Scott Anderson-aye, Dennis Hoops-aye
and fill Kemp - abstaining. The motion carried. The meeting was turned over to Chairman
Sturdevant.

Chairman Sturdevant made an introduction of Sherry Clarkson to the members and guests in
attendance. Sherry will be the secretary for 2012 replacing Kim Ferencz.

Chairman Sturdevant advised Trustee Gary Harris will be the trustee liason to the zoning board this
year which was discussed by the Trustees at their organizational meeting held the first week of
fanuary.

Approval of the December Meeting Minutes

Chairman Sturdevant advised all members received the Regular Meeting Minutes of December 13,

20L1. Chairman Sturdevant asked for any changes, corrections and/comments. There being none a
motion was made by Scott Anderson to approve the minutes and a second to the motion by Sue

Brewer. A roll call was made as follows: Sue Brewer-aye, Dennis Hoops-aye, Heather Sturdevant -
aye, fill Kemp-aye and Scott Anderson-aye. It was noted that Mr. Hoops needed to abstain from the
vote. A roll call was made again: Sue Brewer-aye, Dennis Hoops-Abstain, Heather Sturdivant-aye,

fill Kemp-aye and Scott Anderson-aye. All were in favor and the motion carried.

Old Business

Chairman Sturdevant provided those in attendance an update ofthe proposed language for
swimming pools, as per mentioned in minutes and advised that there will be a public hearing held



in the future. On the Outdoor Woodburning Furnaces and Review/update of Small Wind Energy
Language, this has gone to the Prosecutors office and they are in the process of reviewing

Chairman Sturdevant advised the item of discussion for the evening was the attached
documentation on Internet Cafes. A memo was sent to the board from Kim Ferencz. Chairman
Sturdevant advised she would read the correspondence which came in the form of a memo:

Procedure

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider the following in determining an internet caf6'

l. Whether the establishment of the use in the district will significantly alter the nature of the
district;

The Board needs to consider whether this use creates greater impacts with regard to such
things as traffic, noise, etc., than the uses permitted by right in the District.

Whether the use will create dangers to health and safety or create offensive noises etc., or
other objectionable impacts or influences to an extent greater than normally resulting from
permitted uses listed in the subject district.

Whether the use typically requires site conditions or features i.e. parking or other
requirements dissimilar from permitted uses; and whether the typical development of the
site and buildings for the use is compatible with those required for permitted uses and can
be constructed in conformance with the standard regulations for height, lot dimensions,
setbacks, etc. ofthe district.

Standards and Conditions

Should the Board determine that an internet sweepstakes caf6' is a similar use in the fwhatever
district would be stated), the following standards and required conditions should be considered for
the issuance of a conditional use permit;

1. A determination of the number of terminals to be permitted.

2. Establishment of annual licensing and registration fees. It is suggested that the Board
consider an annual licensing fee of $2500 - $3000 paid by the operator of the Sweepstakes

/lnternet Caf6'plus an additional registration fee of $500.00 per terminal to be paid on a
annual basis. These are appropriate and standard fees that are charged to the operator for
licensing and computer terminal use.

3. Permitted hours of operation

4. A prohibition against viewing illegal or adult oriented internet content.

5. Age Restrictions for customers.

2.

3.



Parking for the internet sweepstakes caf6 shall be provided at a rate of one [L) space for
each terminal. The parking for the internet caf6'shall be in addition to the parking

requirement for the restaurant. The board may wish to determine whether the current
parking on the site complies with the Zoning Resolution. The Board will need to determine

the seating capacity.

A determination with regard to permitted signage for the internet sweepstakes caf6'.

No alcohol sales or consumption will be permitted within the internet sweepstakes caf6',

Items of Discussion: Chairman Sturdevant advised #2 cannot be included as Townships cannot

collect. It was noted that municipalities can do this as they can make money on this type of
business.

The question to be answered is that our zoning states that anything that is not specifically
permitted in a district is considered to be prohibited. It was noted, we could undertake this as a

conditional use, allowable, if BZA approved, or do we want to wait for the legislation to come from
the state [DeWine introducing legislation) significantly control caf6's and take control away from
municipalities and townships. Or, does the board want to put something in zoning and designate

districts and make conditional use? Discussion was entered into amongst members and feelings

were: Sue Brewer-wait; Dennis Hoops - do something; let's get something on the books before the

state comes in and controls; fill Kemp-discuss with Bill Thorne's help; and Scott Anderson- do

something. Chairman Sturdevant advised that the Prosecutor's office does not have alot of
information on this as of yet. They do not have any current language, as everyone has been "up in
the air" over this. Everyone is struggling with this.

The information before you was information that one of the other townships have placed on their
books given us by Kim. One of the townships have adopted this as a conditional use. Question to
note if we ignore this and food is served, could a variance be applied for possibly allowing
applicants to obtain this way? (as it now stands, this would only pertain to Highway Commercial,

where restaurants would be). Mr. Hoops advised that possibly we need to get something on the

books to protect the residential district. He asked, what is to stop someone who has a pole barn
from opening it up to something like this. What we need to address is that this is a business, and the

township recognizes this is a business.

Chairman Sturdevant advised two questions stem from this 1) what districts to allow it in; 2) and

conditional or permitted use. Members advised the districts should be highway commercial use

and conditional use. Section 306 flook first under General Regulation-under conditional usesJ

Under Section 306 Page 34 Under B. Uses #2 Conditional Uses (Subject to these subsections of Section

606; add an item i. Internet Sweepstakes Cafes'

Refer to Section 606 ( Under Conditional Zoning Certificate) Specifrc & Supplementaryt Conditions

(please refer to page 63. of the Zoning Resolution Article VI. We would create a subsection for Internet

6.

7.

8.



Cafes' (ltwas noted by Stan Scheetz, both Monwille and Medina Townships have addressed this in
their zoning and the board may be able to obtain information through the Planning Commission)

After discussion the board come up with the following:

Section 306 Highway Sewice Commercial District

B. Uses

Conditional Uses Subjectto these subsections ofsection 606

i. Internet Sweepstakes Cafes 2,3,4,6,8,12,73,74,75,79

Section 606

A. Specific Conditions. The Board of Zoning Appeols shall review each proposed use in terms
of the specific conditions listed for conditional uses in each district

23. The BZA shall consider the following in determining an Internet sweepstakes caf6.

a. Vfhether the establishment of the use in the district will significantly alter the nature
ofthe district;

The board needs to consider whether this use creates greater impactwith regard to such

things as tralftc, noise, etc than the uses permitted by right in the district.

b. Whether the use will create dangers to health and safety or create offensive noises

etc. or other objectionable impacts ar influences to an extent greater than normally
resulting from permitted uses listed in the subject districL

c. Whether the use typically requires site conditions or features eg. Parking or other
requirement dissimilar from permitted uses; and whether the typical development of the
site and buildings for the use is compatible with those required for permitted uses and can

be constructed in conformance with the standard regulations for heighl lot dimensions,

setbacks, etc. ofthe district.

The following regulations shall apply to lnternet Sweepstakes Cafes'in Westfield Township

a. No more than _terminals will be allowed per establishment.

b. Permitted Hours of Operation shall be:

c. No individual shall be permitted in such establishment unless they are over the age of-.

d. Parking Regulations (OBTAIN Monwille/Medina Township Languagefrom MCPC

Services).

e. All signage shall conform ta regulations setforth in the Highway Commercial District



f No slcohol sales ar consumption shall be permitted within the Internet Sweepstakes Caf6-

This wilt give us a start and Chairman Sturdevcnt sdvised she wiII contact EiIl Thorne and askfor

sorne inpul we can then table until our nert meeting.

(Nate: Chairnnansfr.trdevanf diddiscnss withMr"Tharne andthefollawing inpatwas
p ravi de d......) {Items b alde d are his re sp ans es}

{Jnder 606, Section A. Specific Canditions ltem #23, a,b,c lvIr, Tharne advised How Can the BZA

deterznine this? He feels this isn? reesonsble...'.

Item #a. No mare than 

-terminals 
wiII be allowed per establishment..."this k not reguloted at aIL

we can't.touclt

Item #b. Perrnitted Hours of Aperation.....Can not regulate

Item #c. No individual shall be permitted in such ertablishment unless they are aver the age af 
- 

Can

NotRegulate

Item #d..Parking Regulations....Yes, we can regulate/contral

Item E. AII Signage shol| canform to regulatians setfarth in the HC District....Yes, we can

regulate/cantrol

Item #f. No slcahol sales or consumptionshallbe permittedwithinthe InternetSweepstakes Caf6'

We canonly reprence ststslaw,this ts regutratsdby the state

Announ cement/Communi cation

Members received a copy of a letter from the Medina County Soil & Water Conservation District,

which was read aloud by Chairman Sturdevant The rneetingwill be held on Tuesday, january 31, at

6:30 pm at the Medina University Center in Lafayette Township. It was noted that this is the first of

the training series for 2A1.2 normally conducted by the Planning Service Deparnnent

The nert scheduled meeting will be February'I'4,20X2

Review of Wesdield Township Zodng Comndssian B''Iaws

Current copies were handed outto all presenl A review of the Bylaws followed- Oae question was

asked, under Article YIII: Order of a Public Hearing if a copy of a CD should be included- Discussion

lvas entered into by members and it was decided in the event the recorder was not working fas it
has done inthe pastJ, this should notbe incouded-

Under the signature section, it was noted fohn Miller, be removed and replaced by Greg Brezlna

With no further discussion, Chairrnan Sturdevant asked for a motion to adoptthe Bylaws as

presented. A motion was made by Scott Anderson tc approve the Bylaws as presented with the

change ilr the signature section. A second to the motion was made by |iU Kemp' A roll call was made

as follows: Susan Brewer-ayg Dennis Hoops-aye jill Kemp-aye, ScottAndersotr-aye, Heather

Sturdevant-aye. All were in favor and the motion carried-



MeetingSchedule

Chairman Sturdevant asked members present for input on meeting dates and times. our schedule
calls for the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. a meeting be held. She asked if the date
and time meets everyone's schedules and if noL was there any input regarding a new schedule.
There being none, she asked for a motion to approve the board meeting on the second Tuesday of
each month at7:30 p.m.A motion was made by Scott Anderson to hold meetings on the second
Tuesday of each month at7:30 p.m. A second to the motion was made by lill Kemp. A roll call was
made: Sue Brewer-aye, Dennis Hoops-aye, fill Kemp-aye, ScottAnderson-aye and Heather
Sturdevant-aye. The motion was carried.

There was no further discussion, therefore Chairman Sturdevant asked for a motion to adjourn the
meeting. A motion was made by Jill Kemp to adjourn the meeting. A second to the motion was made
by ScottAnderson. A roll call was made: Sue Brewer-aye, Dennis Hoops-aye, fill Kemp-aye, Scott
Anderson-aye, and Heather Sturdevant-aye. The motion was carried and the meeting was
adiourned at B:30 p.m.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February L4,20t2 at 7:30 p.m. - Wesffield Township Hall

****Please be sure to bring your packet of materials with you****

Respectfrrlly Submitted,

Sherry Clarkson, Zoning Secretary

ScottAnderson, Member

ttt iJ-.,

Susan Brewer, Member

Greg Brezina, Member

Kemp, Co-Chairman

Dennis Hoops, Alternate


